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journal homepage: www.hkjn-onl ine.comEDITORIALHong Kong Journal of Nephrology: Milestones
from 1999 to 20162016 sees the 17th year of the Hong Kong Journal of
Nephrology. At its inception in 1999 when the Hong Kong
Society of Nephrology celebrated its 20th anniversary, the
Journal’s mission was laid down by founding Editor-in-
Chief Professor Philip Li, who envisioned establishing an
official journal of the Society to serve multiple unique
roles in Hong Kongdnamely, to promote clinical and
scientific research and education in the field of
nephrology; to serve as a communication channel among
nephrologists in Hong Kong, China, and the AsiaePacific
region; to record historical milestones in nephrology in
Hong Kong; and to provide a platform for the exchange of
ideas and opinions in Hong Kong and Southeast Asia.
These missions were progressively fulfilled in the jour-
nal’s biannual issues, which were published in April and
October by Lippincott Williams & Wilkins Asia, Ltd. in an
open access fashion with complimentary print distribu-
tion to members of the Hong Kong Society of Nephrology
and to related local and overseas outlets during its
formative years.
The inaugural issue of the Journal in October 1999
received congratulatory messages from Senior Advisor
Professor Richard Yu and the then Chairlady of the Hong
Kong Society of Nephrology, Dr Chau Ka Foon. Like every
scientific journal, it comprised Editorials, Review Articles,
Original Research Articles, and Case Reports. In addition, a
unique feature of the journal has been the publication of
the Hong Kong Renal Registry Reports (HKRR) of the Hong
Kong Hospital Authority. The first such reportdHKRR
1995e1999dwas compiled by Dr Lui Siu Fai and others. It
contained important statistics of the local incidence,
prevalence, causes of treated end-stage renal disease,
survival, causes of morbidity and mortality of different
renal replacement therapy modalities, and other pertinent
information that every nephrology-related professional
wants to know. This report has quickly become the most
popular section, as reflected by it being the most highly
downloaded article for this and subsequent reports.
Over the years, the journal has achieved several mile-
stones in the history of nephrology in Hong Kong. In 2002,http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.hkjn.2016.08.002
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variety to the journal, he introduced the “Clinical
Vignette” section, which published clinical pictorials of
interest. From October 2003 onwards, Elsevier (Singapore)
Pte., Ltd. has been the publisher. The Journal also became
indexed in EMBASE and CAB ABSTRACTS. Within 5 years of
its launch, the Journal was already receiving manuscripts
from the Asia-Pacific rim (including China, Japan, Australia,
Malaysia, Thailand, the Philippines, and India), as well as
from the UK, North America, Iran, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait,
Greece, Poland, and Turkey.
In 2011, the editorship was succeeded by Professor
Cheuk-Chun Szeto, who further streamlined the journal’s
operational platform and transformed the overall style,
cover design, and improved its readability. Elsevier’s pro-
duction office moved from its Hong Kong office to a global
system. This was quickly followed by the introduction of an
online manuscript submission system in early 2012 to
enhance the submission process and to shorten the turn-
around time of manuscripts by providing a repository of
potential reviewers and a searchable literature database.
All of these features helped align the journal to an inter-
national standard.
In 2016, Elsevier’s global office made an executive
decision to relinquish its publishing responsibilities from
all local journals in Hong Kong. The editorial board of
the Journal and the Council of the Hong Kong Society
of Nephrology proudly believe that the Hong Kong
Journal of Nephrology has now accomplished its his-
torical mission. To all Editors-in-Chief, whose names
have been mentioned previously, and to the people
named below, we would like to express our heartfelt
gratitude for your tremendous contributions to the
Journal:
International advisors: Robert C. Atkins, James C. M.
Chan, Laurence Chan, Jeremy Chapman, Alfred K. Cheung,
David N. Churchill, Anthony R. Clarkson, John Feehally, Phil
Halloran, Chiu-Ching Huang, Todd S. Ing, Carl Kjellstrand,
Raymond T. Krediet, Neil A. Kurtzman, David B.N. Lee, Hi-
Bahl Lee, Shanyan Lin, K.S. Nayak, Sarah Prichard, Jia-Qivier (Singapore) Pte Ltd. This is an open access article under the
d/4.0/).
Editorial A3Qian, Andrew J. Rees, Yasuhiko Tomino, John D. Williams,
Wu-Chang Yang.
Local advisors: Man-Kam Chan, Tak-Mao Chan, Yau-
Tung Chan, Ka-Foon Chau, Ignatius K. P. Cheng, Wai-Lun
Cheung, John Fenn, Kar-Neng Lai, Hui-Yao Lan, Che-
Hung Leong, Chun-Sang Li, Wai-Kei Lo, Siu-Fai Lui,
Peter Mathieson, Matthew K.L. Tong, Michael Tsang,
Richard Y.H. Yu.
Emeritus Associate Editors: Yuk-Lun Cheng, Man-Fai
Lam, Felix F.K. Li, Sing-Leung Lui, Ernest W.K. Tsang,
Francis K.M. Wong.
Associate Editors: John Y.H. Chan, Simon C.Y. Cheung,
Siu-Ka Mak, Desmond Yat Hin Yap.
We further thank our publishers Lippincott Wil-
liams & Wilkins and Elsevier. In particular, we thank MsVicky Lam who has been instrumental in implementing
every change to the Journal for the last 13 years.
Last, but not least, we thank all authors and
reviewers whose work has been associated with the
Journal.
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